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Minutes of USSP Board Meeting 01/30/22 at 6 PM Central.   

Attendees: Dave Allenbaugh, David Hart, Mike Hoxie, Tim Kuss, Vicky Noakes, 

Dennis Poppe, Ford Roberson, Bill Schoen and Chris Thomas. 

Approve Minutes of Board Meeting held on 12/29/21 – Approved unanimously. 

Exec. Director/President Items: 
 

1. Tournament Schedule Update: See item #10—Zone Director Reports. 

 

2. Transition Goals Progress: Ford reported that nearly 90% of all our 

transition goals outlined last year moving forward into 2002 have been 

met.  One that still needs work is the club membership program. 

 

3. Points Awards Program: The final tournament that contributes to the 

2020/2021 points award program finished on 1/30/22.  Once the TD 

finalizes the results and USSP reviews them, then an email will be sent to all 

points award winners.  The top 10 in each 5 year bracket, for both male and 

female divisions, will be awarded a new USSP jacket, and a $50 discount for 

use on any USSP championship series event.  If an award winner already 

has the new jacket, then they will receive an additional $50 tournament 

registration discount.  Dave Allenbaugh manages the points award 

program.  Dennis suggested that when folks get jackets, that a photo be 

taken by someone displaying the jackets, that could then be placed on our 

USSP social media outlets. 

 

4. Elect Vice-Presiden: Ford said the VP would be responsible for and work on 

various projects.  He then asked the 3 new board members, Dennis, David 

and Bill, to discuss any interest they had in this position.  After some 

discussion, Ford asked for a motion to nominate David Hart as VP.  Motion 

was moved by Bill and seconded  by Dennis.  David was then unanimously 

elected as the VP. 
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5. Possible Volunteer Support Positions:  Regarding the following (a to f), 

Ford believed they belong under the responsibility of Marketing.  After 

some discussion, Dennis agreed to the post of Marketing Director. 

 

 

a. Social Media Support Team 

b. Marketing Director – Includes Sponsorships 

c. Press Release Volunteer 

d. Newsletter Volunteer 

e. Mechandising Inventory/Sales 

f. Club Membership Campaign 

 

 

Other Board Member ITEMS: 

6. Sponsorship Program(submitted by Bill):  Bill pointed out that one of the 

big advantages of having sponsors is that our organization would get 

publicity beyond just having them at our tournaments.  Dennis pointed out 

there is a difference between vendors and sponsors.  Main point is that 

there would be a partner relationship with a sponsor, that would raise 

awareness of our organization and the sponsor’s business.  Tim said that 

one of he first questions from TD’s is “do we have sponsors for the 

tournament?”  Dennis said that if there are local sponsors, say in the 

healthcare field, that would be OK, in the case if we have Human just 

sponsor our championship series events. 

 

7. Treasurer Report (submitted by Dave):  Dave reported that he is preparing 

all the required 2021 tax returns for the organization.  He is awaiting PayPal 

tax documents.  With regard to the treasurer report, Dave said he will be 

working to display the profit/loss results for all 2022 championship series 

events.  Ford asked Dave to send the 2022 estimated budget to all the new 

board members. 



3 
 

 
 

8. Ambassdor Director Report (submitted by Vicky)  Vicky reported there are 

now 87 ambassadors in 26 states.  She has received many “stories” 

submitted by individual ambassadors of their pickleball lives.  Vicky will 

send these to the board members.  Board agreed that the ambassador 

program is our most important communication and growth vehicle.  As 

such, t shirts, hats, cards, etc. should be supplied to the ambassadors.  

Vicky is working on a business card, and Dennis will work on a t shirt design.  

Vicky also displayed a map of the US that has “pin points” for all of the 

listed ambassadors.  When you click on a pin, then info is displated about 

the ambassador contact name, city, etc.  Chris will work with Vicky on a 

draft of “ambassador guidelines.”  Another idea of Vicky is to hold 

ambassador “zoom” meetings. 

 

9. Membership Report (submitted by Dave):  Ford reported that for the 

month of January, 2022, USSP had the largest one month growth since the 
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organization was created.  The monthly number was 206 new members.  

There are now 4K subscribers to our Facebook page.  Dennis suggested that 

Dave provide, on a quarterly basis, the number and growth of website hits, 

Facebook subscribers, etc.  Dave said that he would do that, and that he 

has a very good working knowledge of MemberLeap, if anyone else wants 

custom reports.  Chris noted that we now have members in all the states, 

but no listing for the District of Columbia (DC).  Tim said he knew of 

someone that he could contact that has folks in DC to sign-up. 

 
       



5 
 

 
 

 
 

  

10. Zone Director Reports(submitted by Ford, Tim and Mike):  Ford lead off 

with his report on the Central Zone.  More tournaments are coming in the 
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next 4 to 6 weeks.  In terms of tournaments in general, Ford pointed out 

how APP, PPA and USAP are “buying up” all the big events (those over 300 

players).  Therefore, the total registered players per event, due to all the 

competition by all parties, will be lower than in past years.  Ford said there 

will be 8 USSP championship events.  It was agreed that a blast message 

would be sent around 2/1 to our membership, reminding them that 

registration was now open for the fisrt ever USSP Indoor Championship in 

OKC in June. 

Mike Hoxie provided his report on the West Zone.  Mike briefly outlined the 

current tournament listing and what is in the works.  He did point out, that 

dependent upon the state and local health restrictions, that covid-19 is still 

having an impact on lower registration numbers, especially in the doubles 

events.  Dennis commented that “full body contact” by our ambassadors is the 

best means of communication and promoting our tournaments. 

Tim that gave his report on the East Zone.  He agreed with Mike that there is a 

learning curve that takes time for TD’s to learn the pickleballbrackets system.  

This means more monitoring work/time by the zone directors to assist these 

TD’s.  Tim mentioned that Vero Beach in FL. And Virginia Beach in VA. are in 

the works for tournaments. 

 

 

 11.  Newsletter: No report. 

       12.  ASKSSIPA/ASKUSSP Stats(submitted by Chris): 

For period 01/01/22 to 01/24/22 and YTD:  By type: Tournament – 12; 

Membership – 1; Points – 0; Other -1.  Top percentage group – 

Tournaments at 86%. 

13. Future Focus:  Ford mentioned that Jason of PB.com told him that there is       

more revenue and opportunity in leagues/ladders vs. tournaments.  Jason 

already has an excellent league s/w option in PB.com.  Ford said that leagues 

will be highly appealing to our recreational members.  In fact, leagues are 

already very popular in the US.  So, USSP could look at “senior leagues” say at 

the local level, state level, sectional level and national level, similar to USTA.  
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Billl said one advantage of the leagues is that they are local and near-by vs. 

folks having to drive for hours to tournaments.  He did caution that USTA 

almost had too many leagues, and their tournaments suffered.  David Hart 

said it’s less expensive to the player to do leagues than play tournaments.  

Mike said there has to be a balance between the two.  Dennis said that league 

championships are a better fit for our recreational players. 

Ford’s next idea for the future was the the concept of “major league PB” 

events.  These are team competitions, similar to world team tennis.  Ford was 

present at the very first of these events in TX.   Just 4 players or so to a team, 

and the players thus gets more play, and in a “team” atmosphere. 

14 Misc: .  Vicky said in the past she was responsible for ordering medals              

championship series events.  Concern was the lead time to order.  Ford said if 

necessary he would take that responsibility.  David Hart held up a new book 

entitled “Pickleball Faith” written by Stacy Harp.  David said he wrote the 

forward for the book, and even got in a reference to our organization.  Ford 

mentioned that banners for tournaments need to be redesigned, etc., as 

tournaments under USSP will soon be in play.  Dennis said that he would work 

on a redesign. 

       15.  Next Meeting Time/Date: TBD.  Might switch to a new day of the week. 

       16.  Meeting Adjourned: Adjourned at 1:30 PM EST. 


